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MONGST all the ‘whimfical ambitions 
which find a place in the human heart, none 
more frequently happens than that of being 
firft.in all the trifling vanities which make up 
fo great a part of the converfation and em- 
ployment of the fafhionable world. 

To be the firft night at a new play, or 
performance of a new comedian, the firft on 
the lift of fubfcribers to an opera, or to be firft dreft in a filk of 
a new pattern, or new mode, are as much the objets’ of our 
ambition, and as eagerly coveted as a brave man defires to bethe 
firft in entering a breach of a befieged city, or a good woman 
wifhes to be the firft in charitable actions. C 

.TueReE is perhaps an idea annex’d to the word firft, which is 
not very different’ from that of excellent; we fay fuch a man is 





‘the firft poet, firft mufician,: firft painter, firft player, or firft 
peat in the kingdom ; and thus in ufing the word firft, in 
t 


e fenfe of that of beft, we are apt to'conclude that being the 
firft dreft in a fafhion is being beft dreft, and that it communi- 
cates fome real merit to the .perfon who is circumftanced in this 
manner; or does all this rife from the love of novelty alone, which 
creates this inextinguifhable ardour of being firft ? 

Lapy 
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Lapy Novetze, at.avifit laft Thurfday, was told by fe UF « 
the company, your ladyfhip has a very elegant fill on’td day: Yes; 
fays her lady{hip, I think it'is, I believe it is the-only one ofthe 
pattern, if not, I am fure it is the fitft of it which has:appear'd . 
hitherto; indeed the mercer told me that théte’was ‘nosmore.of 
it made than juft enough for one fitit of clothes, and that heey 
ferved it entirely for me; but thefe gentlemen, you know, madam, 
are apt to outrée their compliments a little, one muft not believe 
all they fay,—there is always fome allowance to be made, —and 
yet I am apt to believe in this inftanee he fpeaks truth. 

I ask your ladythip’s pardon, fays mifs Hicuarrs (who could 
not bear the thought of being difappdinted in this filk, and being 
{hut out from having the fame pattern) the widow-CLumsry has 
a {uit from the fame piece, I faw it laft week at my mantua ma- 
ker’s, and was quite amazed to fee your ladyfhip in fo ill fancied: 
a pattern.” , , 

Miss, fays my lady, I beg leave to contradi€t yous it is im-) 
poffible, there was no more of it made, you nwft- have forgotten 
the pattern. arse arerenys 

Not inthe leaft; fays mifs, furely: my memory is good enough 
to carry fuch a thing in my head as the pattern of a filk. 

- I pon’t know how good your memory is, fays my lady;--but 
there aré certain reafons which make it neceflary that it thould 
be a good one; I have feen the filk you mention, and ‘it isno 
more like this I wear, than you are like the countefs.of- C-——y. 

At this mifs Hicuairs reddening like fcarlet (becaufe fhe 
thought herfelf as handfome as any woman in ENGLAND) replies; 
A very genteel manner of telling me that I don’t fpeak truth, uc 
as you pleafe; I make no doubt of hearing that all the city’ Ar- 
DERMEN’s ladies will be dreft in the fame filk to-morrow, ‘ which 
is the Lorpv Mayor’s day: : tort abrrart 

And fo, replies my, lady, to fay you ought to have a good me- 
mory is the fame as to fay you fib, is it? and you. do remember that 
this pattern is the fame with the widow CLuMmsey’s? Hey? this leaf 
I warrant you, (pointing to it with her finger) is green, this rofe is 
red, and all the fame colours thro’ the two filks, and all the An- 
DERMEN’S wives will appear dreft in this filk to-morrow, isit not fo? 

Yes, fays mifs HicHatrrs, itis fo. 

AND you have the modefty, fays my lady, to tell me to my 
face, that the widow CLumseEv’s pattern is the fame with mine, 
have you? 

To your face, fays mifs Hicuairs, what is there. in your | 
face which can terrify me from telling the truth ? nS 

Tue truth, faysmy lady, a fine truth. é 
.. Yes the, truth, fays mifs, what becaufe you have matged@ 
Knight, and are become a lady, you think one’s afraid to {peak 
to your ladyfhip, curtefying and lengthening out the laft words <4 
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Wuere this feud would have ended: I know not, but at that 
moment Sir RicgpuM Novexre himfelf enter’d, who feeing 
how matters ftood, cries, Hey day, my dear—why prithee—my 
dear, you are not quarrelling, are you?—why mifs Hre#arrs,— 
my lady Novetie what can this mean ?—fore gad—I could not 
have imagined, —old friends,—ggome, my dear, the coach waits | 
for’you. 

Upon faying this he took his lady by the hand, who going off 
turn’d back her head and moving her fan, clofed, up and down, 
Yes,yes, mifs H1GH irs, you have a good memory. 

Goop enough, fays mifs, to remember who you were before 
you were my lady. 

TFuus in this inftance, as well asin ten thoufand others, did the 
ridiculous paffion of being firft ina new filk, oppofed by the envy 
of not admitting it, create more ill blood between two females, 
than ever was: known to exift between prince Eucrne and the 
dake of Mar BorovGH, during their immortal campaigns and 
innumerable conquefts. 

So much are little minds fubject to the impulfe of envy and 
frivolous ambition ; whereas would they’ place thefe paffions’ on 
proper objects, they would envy none but thofe who relieved the 
indigent, whofe modefty will not permit them ‘to afk alms, and 
imitate their actions, and their ambition would be plated on the 
defire of being the firft to bring men:of modefty and. learning into 
the funthine of patronage and protection, who now languifh ne- 
glected in the gloomy caverns of inattention, and perhaps con- 
tempt; and this. good office lies in the power of ladies as fully: 
asin that of men. 

ANoTHER ‘inftance of this folly of being  firft is come to my 
hands from the land’s end, : tS : 

A 
To the’ SpecTaTor, *-"" 


Ty has been a very ancient, and I believe a very laudable am- 


‘bition in our family to be the firft in as many things as we could, 


‘and’ notwithftanding the defire has been attended with fome ex- 
pence, yet we all of us are proud of this diftinguifhing paffion. 


“Tp is remarkable that by chance we are happy in being firft in 
feveral inftancés, we were the firft family which fettled in Cory- 


WAL after the Norman conqueft, our feat isthe firft in beginning 
ftom the fand’s end, and our name begins with the firft letter in 


the alphabet. 
THERE is an indifputable tradition in our family, which makes 


“me 'amazed at the furprizing negligence of hiftorians in matters 


off much importance to mankind, it isthat Apam ALpua, Efg; 
having join’d in fupporting the houfe of YorxK in oppofition’to 
that of LANCASTER, was at his own requeft: beheaded the firtt 
for that action, which favour added no {mall confolation and fup- 
port to him in the hour of death, E 2 Bur 
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Bur to omit all the curious anecdotes of our family in antient 
times, which would fill whole volumes of ufeful, and entertain. 
ing knowledge ; let me come down to my great grandfather 
Asranam Avpua, Efg. This gentleman got hin felf elected 
Member of Parliament, on purpofe to be the firft Reprefentative 
in the houfe after the Reftoration, which he happily accomplith’d, 
he was the firft man that began the laudable practice of bribing 
in. eleétions, which has fince brought fo much money into this 
country, (in particular, the great ufefulnefs of which practice has 
fince been demonftrated, by the vaft advantage which it has been 
of to allthe boroughs of Great Britain) in general. 

Tus gentleman, Sir, made a journey from the land’s-end 
.to Lonpon,, on purpofe to be the firft man that mounted to the 
top of; the monument after it was finifhed: this ‘honor he: at- 
tained. alfo, but not without much difficulty, and fome expence 
in bribing the workmen; however, in this inftance we are hap- 
pier than in the former, there are two undeniable proofs of the 
truth of this great action preferved ; firft, the initial letters of his 
Chriftian and Sirname, A A, as I have been told by my father, 
who. went thither on purpofe, are to this day to be feen cut in the 
ftone of the ‘gallery, with the date of the year, and day of the 
-month when it wasdone. It feems, as our hiftory fays, this anceftor 
being afraid left the worksnen: fhould prevent him in this great 
undertaking,} and making more hafte than good fpeed, cut-his 
fingers in the doing it, and to this day the knife ftained with the 
blood of the ALPpHa’s, is preferved in our family, nicely framed 
and glaz’d with this curious piece of our hiftopy, written in letters 
of gold round it. We all look upon this knife as a facred: relick. 
I fhall fay no more of this great man’s actions, it would tire you 
to hear all the glorious actions, in which my great grandfather, 
ABRAHAM ALPHA, Efq; was firtt. 

My grandfather AARon ALPHA,.Efq; had the fame laudable 
ambition, but then it fhow’d itfelf in quite another way; sit-was 
the peculiar paflion of this gentleman to be the firft feated on the 
bench of juftices at the feflions; the firft at all cock matches, 
hurling matches, wreftlings and cudgel playings ; he was the firft 
in the field on public hunting days, the firft in the chace, and. the 
firftat the death of the fox ; he wasthe firft that fat down at his own 
table, and the firft to help himfelf, and being a jovial companion, 
and loving his bottle, he was the firft that got fuddled alfo ; indeed 
on that account he was not the firft that left the table, but you 
know, Mr, SpecTaTor, one cannot be firft in all things, 

However, he was the firft to back his own colts, and one-day 
having mounted one of them, which was more vicious than, ordi- 
nary, he was thrown and had his neck broken; this accident at 
firft gave my grandmother, and the reft of the family inexpzeffi- 
ble affliction, till recollecting that he was the firft of the Abani 

who 
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who kad died that way, and that it was his ambition to exceed 
his progenitors in being firft wherever he could; the goed. woman 
foon grew comforted, with the thoughts that. her hofband had 
died as he.lived, always defiring to be firft, a 

My father AnpRew ALPHA E{q; being bred at the Temple, 
was, the firft that had the advantage of a Lon Don education;, this 
gentleman had the fame laudable ambition. with his anceftors, 


Dut in avery different manner from any of the former ; he was the 
firft of the family that went to court, and was firft in many gal- 


lant aétions in Lonpon, as we have been told. In the country of 
Cornwat, he was the firft that wore the bag-wig,. {carlet ftock- 
ings with the filver clock, ruffles and laced waiftcoat. At theaf- 
fizes at Bopmin, he was always firft of the grand jury, danced 
the firft minuet, and ftood firft in the country dancing. 

_ He was the firft gentleman who introduced the neck buckle in- 


to this county ; but one day being to pay a vifit, and being willing 


to look f{marter than ufual, a thing he much delighted in, he 
drew the neck fo tight, that in fome meafure ftopping the circula- 
tion of the blood, he died of an apoplexy : And thus our family 
had the -hanor- of being the firft that died of that fafhion, I -had 
forgotten to tell you, that he was the firft of the ALPHAs who 
mortgaged the paternal eftate, and kept a miftrefs. 
Ir is a ftanding maxim with us, never to marry any but the 
firft daughter in a family, nor, her either unlefs her: Chriftian name 
begins with the firft letter of the alphabet ; by which means, my 
anceftors have fometimes been put to it to get wives, - : 
..Ir was an inviolable rule alfo, never to give any name to our 
children that did not begin with the firft letter, whether they 
were. male or female, fuch as ADAM, ABRAHAM, Aaron for the 
men, and ANNE, Atice, Apical for the women. One day a 


maiden aunt of mine who was rich, and was therefore indulged 
‘with naming the child, being to ftand godmother, was ambitious 
-of being the firft to give a. name that had never been yet.in the fa- 


mily ; for this reafon fhe kept it fecret till fhe came to the font, 
but not being the beft of {cholars, the called the child, Hannan, 
at this my father and mother, who had more learning. than, my 
aunt, were juft dropping into the earth, looking upon this mifno- 
mer as the greateft evil that could happen to the family’; but lucki- 
ly upon explaining the caufe to the vicar, he freed therh from their 


anxiety, by affuring them that H non litera eff, which being in- 
jterpreted that H was no letter, they recovered their {pirits, and 


went to their entertainment with the ufual gaiety, and as far as has 
yet been known no ill accident has happened to the family on that 
account. 

+-I myseur, Mr. SpecTaTor, gave very early tokens of my 
efire of being firft, and keeping up the honor of the family. .:1 
was the firft inthe {chool to rob orchards; the firft tomeech, and 


the 
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the firft to be whipped every firft day in the week, I cared not 
what I fuffered, provided I was firft. 

‘ One day, being not more than twelve years old, I ftaid fix 
hours in the church yard, to fee the mafons finifh a tombitone, ' 
which I was determined to be the firft that leaped over. When 
being ‘afraid, I believel thould have gone off without performing it, 
had not a boy come by finging at that inftant ; this terrifying me, 
left he fhould be the firft that had that honor, that laudable ambi- 
tion of our family was rouzed in me, and I performed it with no 
other damage than that of a pair of broken fhins. I was the firft that 
rang the new bell which was put up at Penzance, and gave li- 
berally towards it for that reafon. There was a new bridge build- 
ing near us in the country, I was determined to be the firft that 
went over. it, but a neighbouring fquire, with whom I had fome 
words about hunting, lay clofe in a lane on horfeback to pre- 
vent me; it feems he had bribed one of the workmen to cry out 
aloud when it was finifhed, and by that means, and riding full 
fpeed he got over before me; what will not envy and ill nature 
drive men to? 

Tuis was the caufe of a cruel battle between the traitor and 
the other workmen, and fome grief to me, till recollecting, that 
if I was not the firft that paft over it, 1 was the firft that walked’ 
over it, 1 grew pacified at this difappointment. Some time fince I 
intended to have made a journey to Lonpon on two accounts, the 
one to fee the initial letters of my immortal anceftor on the monu- 
ment, the other to be the firft that paffed over WesTMINSTER 
bridge, but the finking of the arches difappointed me. I remain’d 
here, and have:now a great ambition of being the firft correfpon- 
dent of the SPpEcTAToR, and am 

Your moft obedient fervant, 


ApAaM ALPHA, 


W woEvER has been accuftomed to be much in old families in 
the country, muft have obferved that fome fuch vanity as the 
above has infected moft of them, and how greatly they value them- 
felves on that account. 

However, not to difcourage the antient houfe of AtpHa in 
this purfuit, and in anfwer to the honor of their correfpondence, 
I muft take the liberty of acquainting Mr. Area, that this am- 
bition of being firft is extremely laudable when the object of it is 
fo, and of advifing him to tranfpofe that paflion from trifles to 
atts of virtue, and thus render the family remarkable for good 
actions, as it has hitherto been for thofe which are frivolous or ill 


underftood. 
J. 
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